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the visit of the shepherds; of the story they told her, and of the wonder- 
ful child which God had given her. 

The last verse of this story gives a picture of the shepherds going 
back to their flocks: "And the shepherds returned, glorifying and prais- 
ing God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them." And we see them going up the hillside, singing songs of 
praise and thanking God, because they had heard the angels and had 
seen the Christ-child. 

Next, the children see in imagination three kings riding upon 
camels. They had come to see the Christ-child. They had traveled 
many miles to see him; they had crossed deserts and plains; they 
had passed through cities and towns and had found the little child lying 
in a manger in the stable. These kings had come because it had been 
said many, many years before that a king would be born, and they had 
been watching for a sign. At last they had seen a wonderful star in the 
east and had followed it. It led them to Bethlehem and stood over the 
place where the little child lay. The kings brought precious gifts to 
this wonderful child. They worshiped him and went away rejoicing. 

The Christmas Services 
Helen Goodrich 1 

Preparation for the Christmas services, one for grades one to seven 
and the other for grades eight to twelve, is a serious and on the whole 
a devoted work. The children love their Christmas songs and the older 
ones enjoy singing with the beautiful accompaniments furnished by a 
group of thirteen orchestra men, and they feel the importance of sing- 
ing to a large, quiet audience of grown-ups. 

During the last week rehearsals are given precedence on the school 
program. Until the final one with the orchestra, they are usually not 
over thirty-five minutes long. 

The assembly room is decorated in green and silver. There are 
two large, beautiful fir trees, whose dark foliage shows plainly through 
a network of delicate silver lines. The room is lighted by flood lights 
thrown upon the two great trees and by two large candles at the grand 
piano which stands amid the singers clustered iri front of the stage. 
The children come in during a quiet improvization of an old carol. 
There results a certain unity in the older children's singing, based upon 
the school tradition of many years, worked out through the form of 
the services, and through the cooperation and contribution of teachers 
who agree in spirit and general method. The younger children's service 
is always most lovely and touching. 

'Comments on the programs and their evolution by John Merrill. 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICE— LITTLE CHILDREN 

Christmas Humperdinck 

Trio 

Songs: Ye Shepherds, Arise Reinecke 

Third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh grades 

Shepherds, Shake Off Your Drowsy Sleep Besancon Carol 

Third-, fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade groups 

Poems: As Joseph Was A-Walking Old English Carol 

A member of the sixth grade 
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night JV ahum Tate 
A member of the fifth grade 
Tableau: The Shepherds 

Song: Where the Snow White Lambs Are Feeding Humperdinck 

Translated by Eleanor Smith 
Third-, fourth-, fifth-, sixth-, and seventh-grade groups 
Tableau: The Shepherds 

Song: Come, All Ye Shepherds Old Bohemian Carol 

Third-, fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade groups 

Poem: The Three Kings Eugene Field 

A member of the seventh grade 
Tableau: The Kings 

Song: The Song of Three Kings Humperdinck 

Translated by Eleanor Smith 
Third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh grades 

Poems: An Ancient Christmas Carol Author unknown 

A member of the seventh grade 

A Christmas Folk Song Lizette W. Reese 

A member of the third grade 

The Christmas Silence Margaret Deland 

A member of the fourth grade 

Songs : 0, Come Little Children German Folk Song 

First and second grades 

Christmas Carol Charles Cornish 

Third-, fourth-, and sixth-grade groups 

What Child Is This? Field 

Sixth-grade girls 

Sprung from the Root of Jesse (1600) Praetorius 

Third-, fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade groups 
The Birth of Jesus, St. Luke, 2:7-20 

A member of the first grade 
Tableau: The Nativity 

Song: Cradle Song of the Holy Child (1609) arr. by Reimann 

Fifth- and sixth-grade groups 

Christmas, Address Miss Cooke 

Song: The Star of Joy Brahms 

Third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh grades 

Recessional: Carols 

Trio 



148 THE MORNING EXERCISE 

In this program for the younger children, the poems, songs, and 
tableaux, group about three points: the Shepherds, the Kings, and the 
meeting at the manger. The poems and songs precede the tableau in 
each case. 

When the tableau is ready, the spot lights on the trees are gradually 
extinguished and the lights revealing the tableau are slowly turned on. 
The two candles at the piano remain lighted throughout and seem some- 
how, to bind the pictures and the audience together. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE— OLDER CHILDREN 

I 
Processional: Old Carols 

The school enters 

Three Holy Kings Gliere 

Quem Pastores Laudavere German Melody, XVI Century 

Boys of the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades 

Tyrle-Tyrle Old English Carol, Eleanor Smith 

Girls of the eighth grade and high school 

II 

Prophecies of the Coming of the Messiah 
from the Book of Isaiah 

Songs From Christmas Morn Burgmein 

Girls, eighth to twelfth grade 

"The Hallowed Story" Eighth to twelfth grade 

"The Shepherds" Tenth to twelfth grade 

"The Magi" Eleventh and twelfth grades 

"Ye Children" .Hester Hempstead 

"0 Joyful the Story" Eighth to twelfth grade 

The Narrative of the Birth of Jesus from 

the Gospel of St. Luke 

The Teachings of Jesus from the Gospels of 

St. Matthew and St. John 

Gloria From the Christmas Oratorio Saint-Saens 

Eighth to twelfth grade 
The Prophetic Vision^ from Revelation xx, xxi 

Final Chorus From the Christmas Oratorio Saint-Saens 

Eighth to twelfth grade 

Christmas, Address Miss Cooke 

Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful 

Guests are asked to stand and sing this hymn with the School. 

This Christmas program for the older children has evolved to its 
present form as children or teachers saw opportunities to enrich and 
unify the idea. First, the story of the birth of Jesus from Luke was 
added to the music program; later the prophecies from Isaiah were 
added. It came to our thought that this was not complete without the 
significant thing in the life of Jesus, namely his teachings. Consequently 
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some of his own words were placed on the service. While rehearsing 
one year a high-school student remarked that the teachings of Jesus had 
not been put into general or full practice. Someone replied that it 
might take many years, perhaps ages, to reach the fulfillment. We 
added verses from Revelation to express the idea of the prophetic vision, 
the perfection of Jesus' mission. With these additions the program now 
seems unified; with minor changes in music and in details it is followed 
year after year. 

Douglas Hyde's play, The Nativity, was given for several years as 
part of the Christmas celebration. 1 The spirit of the play is both poetic 
and genuinely childlike, and its form is simple to the point of conven- 
tionalization. The spiritual aspiration and humility of all the characters 
are expressed without affectation or overemphasis, and all the action is 
extremely simple and quiet. The play is presented with entire reverence 
and directness by the various casts, each child making his best effort to 
be clear and truthful in thought and action. 

There have been various types of audiences. The little children of 
the School, the upper grades, parents and friends, public-school children, 
the children of the half-orphan asylum, a group of Italians from the 
neighborhood of the Commons, have all come to see it, and the effect 
upon them seems to be very nearly the same. There have been a few 
slight attempts to applaud at the end of the play, but they were quickly 
subdued by the audience as a whole. The play evidently leaves an 
impression of solemnity, spiritual sincerity and loveliness. 

1 For description of the production of The Nativity see Play-Making and 
Plays by John Merrill and Martha Fleming, pp. 116-121 (the Macmillan Co.). 



